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OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES.

Letter from the President, Gayle Littrell 

(256 247 5601)ronnielittrell@bellsouth.net 

A big THANK YOU to all the committees who have been working so hard in February on ideas, plans, and projects. SPECIAL THANKS to Marcia Huffman and the Publicity Committee for their work on our first newsletter. THANKS TO EVERYONE, things are beginning to happen that are "Good for Rogersville".  Check out the Committee News below for details.   

Special thanks to Steve and Teresa Wagoner at Riverbend Restaurant for their hospitality and the delicious breakfast served at the February 3rd meeting.

· February 14, the Town Council approved

· $1800 to be provided to the Chamber for Chamber By-Laws expenses

· Office space in the Town Hall Building 

· Designated phone line for a Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce Information Center

· Feb 16th, we met with Police Chief, Ty Barrett to discuss how the Police Department can help with the litter campaign.

· Feb. 22, the Downtown Merchants met and are working on a proposal for the Town Council to fund waste containers, benches, flower containers and landscaping as part of their renovation plan for a historical downtown flavor.  This request for funding will be presented to the Town Council March 13.  Please give your support by attending the March 13 meeting. 

· There will be a meeting with NACOLG on March 2nd to discuss renovation plans.

· Feb 22nd , we met with officers at Community Bank, Regions Bank, and Bank Independent, to discuss proposals for discounted loans to individual merchants who may need financing for remodeling, repairs, etc. for renovation projects.

SEE YOU MARCH 3RD, 7:00 A.M. FOR OUR MARCH MEETING.  DON’T MISS OUT ON WHAT’S HAPPENING – BE PRESENT!

This is the first issue of the Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce Newsletter!

PLEASE GIVE US SUGGESTIONS AND INPUT!
Committee News

Beautification Committee

Chairman, Bob Blanks (256 247-3919)

Members:  Amy Pulley, Amy Puckett, Anita Roberson, Ronnie Littrell, Shirley Chandler, Tom Thompson, Marcia Huffman

Committee news:

· Lauderdale Co. Sheriff’s Dept. assisted with a clean up – targeting Co. Rd. 91 for the month of February (This was publicized in ELN.).

· Tom Thompson is planning the annual community clean-up project for early spring.  

· Anita Roberson is heading up the city limb pickup campaign.  Those who have limbs and debris may contact Town Hall to arrange pick-up.  

Downtown Renovation Committee                

Co-Chairman, Wes Sinyard (256 247 5330) sreflections0202@aol.com
Co-Chairman, Sandra Belue (256 247 3618) sansebelue@bellsouth.net
Members:  Bob Ingram, Barbara Ingram, Bob Blanks, Frank Patterson, Mayor Chandler, Gayle Littrell, Ethel Mae Leggett.

Committee news: 

· A budget request for the downtown and shopping district renovations will be presented to the Town Council.    All Chamber members are requested to attend the Council Meeting to support the project.

Fund/Grant Committee 
Chairman, Alan Puckett  (256 247 1090)

Committee news:  

· The committee will meet with NACOLG representatives March 2, to discuss grants and projects for the community.

Membership Committee 

Chairman, Frank Patterson (256 247 1118) frankpatterson@pfigroup.biz
Members:  Steve Butler, Johnny Masoner, Rick Cambra, Susan Patterson

Committee news: 

· Sixty three (63) members have paid their dues of 2/26/06, including 21 new members since our last meeting.

· The membership campaign will conclude March 1.  We hope to have 70 to 75 members by that date. 

· Our membership includes business, industrial and professional leaders as well as individuals interested in helping to promote the economic and social growth of our community.  

· Welcome to our new members and thanks to renewing members for all your support and involvement in helping our Chamber grow!

Promotions/Events Committee

Chairman, Danny Cook (256 247 6080) thecooks2000@yahoo.com
Members:  Susan Patterson, Morris Lentz

Committee news:

· The March Promotion will be an advertisement in the Times Daily and ELN. The promotion’s objective is to increase awareness of what Rogersville has to offer.  There will be a mail-in registration for a drawing to win a Rogersville River Retreat Weekend which includes:

· One night’s lodging at Joe Wheeler State Park

· Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner at local restaurants

· Gift Basket (Sugar Creek Candles)

· Prizes, surprises,  and coupons from local businesses




Publicity Committee 
Chairman, Lisa Crumbley  (256  247 5446)      townclerk@rogersvillealabama.com
Jim Cox
(256 247 5565)    elnewsrog@aol.com


Donna Wilbanks
(256 247 3355)    nugenthollow@earthlink.net
Marcia Huffman
(256 797 5640)    marcia_huffman@hotmail.com
Committee news: 

· Information/Visitor’s Center temporary site approved by City Council

· First Chamber electronic newsletter published.  

· The initial procedures for the newsletter include:

· M. Huffman will email committee chairs a draft by the 3nd week of month

· Chairs will add to the document in red and return input to M.Huffman by 12 noon the Friday before the Chamber Meeting

· The information will be consolidated and emailed to the President for review

· The President will return the input to M. Huffman by Monday noon.

· M. Huffman will email the newsletter to all members with email addresses by Tuesday noon
Budget Committee

Treasurer, Anita Roberson, Chair

Members:  Bama Clines, Shirley Chandler, Willie Kelley

Committee News:  The budget and financial summary will be published in the next newsletter.  

New Members

The Rogersville Area Chamber of Commerce is pleased to welcome 21 new members since our last meeting:

A to Z Auto Repair

Adams’ Auto Body Repair
Anderson’s Convenience Store

Barclay Auto Parts

Bay Hill Marina


Big Daddy’s Pizza

Birdwell Heating and Air
CAP Auto Sales


Crunk Heating and Air 

Fat Cats Seafood

Myers Insurance

Nugent Hollow Cabins

Packy Grisham Auto Sales
S&K Sales


Southern Star Stockyard

Tiger Hut


Twin Rivers, Inc

and Individual Members:

Doris Cosby

Richard Herston

Jo Patterson

George Thompson

Chamber Business of the Month 

H&R Block

Thanks to the East Lauderdale News (ELN) for sponsoring the monthly article highlighting the Chamber Business of the Month.   ELN published a profile of H&R Block’s local office February 23. 

H&R Block was represented at the February Chamber meeting by Willie Kelley.  Her name/business was randomly selected from the attendees at the monthly meeting.  

Chamber Events 

 

February 24, 2006

LCHS sign renovation completed.

March 3, 2006 -7:00 a.m. 

Member Breakfast Business Meeting

Location:  Rogersville Masonic Lodge 

Breakfast will be provided to the members by Hardee's.                

April 7, 2006

April Business Meeting (Whether Breakfast or Lunch – to be determined at March meeting)

Location:  Country Cuisine  (Meal will be provided by Country Cuisine)

Local and Area Events

SUPPORT THE LCHS LADY TIGERS IN THE STATE PLAYOFFS!


March 2, 2006    --   Time: 6:00 PM 
Rogersville Civitan Meeting

Location:  Riverbend Restaurant
Contact:  Bama Clines      Phone: 256-247-2000    

March 4, 2006    --   Time: 6:00 AM 
Guys & Dolls Fishing Tournament
Location:  Joe Wheeler State Park 
Contact:  Guys & Dolls Fishing Tournaments      Phone: 256 247-1184     

March 4, 2006 – Time:10:00 – 2:00

Soccer Registration for Elk River Soccer Association

Location:  Anderson Corner Market and Rogersville Fire Department\

Contact:  Angie Cook   Phone 256 247 5436 

March 16, 2006    --   Time: 6:00 PM
Rogersville Civitan Meeting

Location:  Riverbend Restaurant
Contact:  Bama Clines      Phone: 256-247-2000    

March 23, 2006    --   Time: 6:30 PM
Rogersville Optimist Club

Location:  Riverbend Restaurant 
Contact:  David Myers    Phone: 256 247 0958

March 25, 2006    --   Time: 1:00 PM 
Fishers of Men Fishing Tournament
Location:  First Creek Boat Ramp - Joe Wheeler State Park 
Contact:  Troy Jens      Phone:  256 534-8657     
THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Marcia Huffman  256 797 5640                                       

      marcia_huffman@hotmail.com
