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 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES.
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Our President, Gayle Littrell, calls the March meeting to order.
Letter from our President, Gayle Littrell (2 56 247 5601)ronnielittrell@bellsouth.net 
March came in with gusto and has continued to be filled with many activities.  A special thanks to the Beautification Committee for sponsoring the Area Litter Day on March 11th.  Tom Thompson did a great job, as usual, on coordinating groups and organizations to work.  When 37 miles of roadway are covered by volunteers, I consider that a GREAT SUCCESS!  Trustees from the Lauderdale County Detention Center cleaned Along Highway 72 from Elk River to First Creek on Thursday, March 30th.  We are grateful for those guys and Sheriff Ronnie Willis.

Frank Patterson made a presentation to the Town Council on March 13th on behalf of the Business District Beautification Project Committee asking for $25,250.00 to fund Phase I of the Project.  He and others present were so convincing that the Council approved the full amount requested.  Funds will be available immediately.      YES!      Volunteers to work will be needed when materials are ready. 
APRIL MEETING IS TOMORROW MORNING!!!!!!!!!!!!!
April 7th, at Country Cuisine Restaurant, 7:00 a.m..
Thank you to Hardee's for the delicious breakfast food at last meeting and also to the Rogersville Masonic Lodge for providing the location. 
I visited the new Rogersville Information Center and Chamber office location recently to find work is

progressing.  Mayor Chandler is very supportive of helping establish the Chamber a home.
                LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING EVERYONE ON APRIL 7TH.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Committee News

Beautification Committee

Chairman, Bob Blanks (256 247-3919)

Members:  Amy Pulley, Amy Puckett, Anita Roberson, Ronnie Littrell, Shirley Chandler, Tom Thompson, Marcia Huffman

Committee news: 
· Tom Thompson directed a dedicated group of workers who completed the annual community clean up during the month of March.   

· The Department of Corrections provided workers to clean up Hwy. 72 from the Elk River Bridge to First Creek during March. 

· The tree limb pickup program is in place for Rogersville City residents.  Those who have tree limbs and debris may contact City Hall to arrange pick-up. 

· An  award for the Business of the Quarter Award starting in May (to recognize businesses who take pride and care in their building and grounds)
Business Development Committee

Chairman, Frank Patterson (256-366-0924)

Members:  NEEDED

Committee news: 
· This newly formed committee needs your help!  Please volunteer to join with us to help support our current businesses and to recruit and welcome new businesses to the community.
 Downtown Renovation Committee                

Co-Chairman, Wes Sinyard (256 247 5330) sreflections0202@aol.com
Co-Chairman, Sandra Belue (256 247 3618) sansebelue@bellsouth.net
Members:  Bob Ingram, Barbara Ingram, Bob Blanks, Frank Patterson, Mayor Chandler, Gayle Littrell, Ethel Mae Leggett.

Committee news: 
· The Renovations Committee met with the Rogersville Finance committee in March and presented our request for $25,250 to begin phase one of our renovations project.  The town council voted to grant that request.  We met later in the month to begin ordering the benches, clocks, and garbage can surrounds.  Installation for these items is planned for the last weeks in April.
· The landscaping project has been started around the police station and should be complete by the end of April.  Planters and plantings are being worked also during the month of April.  The goal is to complete phase I of the renovation project by the second week in May.
Fund/Grant Committee 
Chairman, Alan Puckett  (256 247 1090)

Members:

Membership Committee 

Chairman, Frank Patterson (256 247 1118) frankpatterson@pfigroup.biz
Members:  Steve Butler, Johnny Masoner, Rick Cambra, Susan Patterson

Committee news:
· This year we have over 70 paying members in the Chamber.  The very successful campaign concluded the first of March.  Thanks to all who helped.  It is the job of each of us to welcome and encourage participation in the Chamber.  Please be an ambassador, to join with other business leaders to recruit new members.
Promotions/Events Committee

Chairman, Danny Cook (256 247 6080) thecooks2000@yahoo.com
Members:  Susan Patterson, Morris Lentz, Bama Clines

       Committee news: 
· The winner of the ROGERSVILLE RIVER RETREAT WEEKEND will be selected from the entries received during the April 7 breakfast meeting.  The winner will be treated to a night’s stay at Joe Wheeler State Park (courtesy of Bank Independent).  They will be greeted upon their arrival with a gift basket (created by Sugar Creek Candles) and a floral surprise (arranged by Barbara’s).  
· If you would like to participate by donating additional items or services, please call Susan Patterson (247-0927).  We want to make this a very special weekend for our guests! 

· Let one of the committee members know if you would like your business to donate an item or service as a door prize for a monthly meeting.  

Publicity Committee 
Chairman, Lisa Crumbley  (256  247 5446)     lcrumbley@ainweb.net
Jim Cox
(256 247 5565)    
" 

elnewsrog@aol.com


Donna Wilbanks
(256 247 3355)    nugenthollow@earthlink.net
Marcia Huffman
(256 797 5640)    marcia_huffman@hotmail.com
Committee news: 
· The Rogersville Information Center (in the back of the City Hall building) is being cleaned, repaired, and furnished.  Lisa Crumbley chaired this effort.  Donna Wilbanks will be the chairperson for the Information Center.  The tentative opening date is in May.   
· A new webpage draft is complete and will be presented to the Publicity Committee the second week in April.  Marcia Huffman is chairing the webpage effort.
· Jim Cox continues to provide Chamber Business of the Month coverage as well as full coverage for all the Chamber activities in the East Lauderdale News.

Budget Committee

Treasurer, Anita Roberson, Chair

Members:  Bama Clines, Shirley Chandler, Willie Kelley
Door Prize Recipients
Charles Crunk, Crunk Heating and Cooling, received  the prize sponsored by Northlake Storage.
Danny Cook, Investar, received the prize sponsored by Sugar Creek Candles.
Chamber Business of the Month 

Packy Grisham Auto Sales

U.S. Highway 72 East

Rogersville, Alabama
Thanks to the East Lauderdale News (ELN) for sponsoring the monthly article highlighting the Chamber Business of the Month.   ELN published a profile of Packy Grisham on March 23. Packy’s name/business was randomly selected from the attendees at the last monthly meeting.  

Packy Grisham, a 1985 LCHS graduate, has been in automotive sales for 20 years.  Packy has worked as a sale representative, financial manager, and sales manager at various dealerships.  Prior to establishing Packy Grisham Auto Sales, he was the new car sales manager at Champion Chevrolet in Athens.  Packy Grisham Auto Sales opened in August 2005.  He specializes in late model local trade-ins.  He says, “If I don’t have what you want, tell me and I’ll find it.” 

Packy and his wife, Beth, reside in Rogersville with their children:  Emily, Samuel, Madeline, Victoria, and Halle.  

Chamber Events 

 

April 7, 2006 – Time: 7:00 AM
April Business Meeting   
Location:  Country Cuisine  (Meal will be provided by Country Cuisine)

May 5, 2006 – Time: 7:00 AM
May Business Meeting   

Location:  Joe Wheeler State Park
Steve Holt, Executive Director of Shoals Area Chamber of Commerce, Speaker

July 14, 2006    --   Time: 10:00 PM 
Rogersville Bluegrass Festival 

Location:  Rogersville 
Contact:  Gayle Littrell    Phone: 256-247-5446    

Local and Area Events

April 20, 2006   --   Time: 6:00 PM
Rogersville Civitan Meeting

Location:  Riverbend Restaurant
Contact:  Bama Clines      Phone: 256-247-2000   
April 27,    --   Time: 6:30 PM
Rogersville Optimist Club

Location:  Riverbend Restaurant 
Contact:  David Myers    Phone: 256 247 0958

May 4,  2006    --   Time: 6:00 PM 
Rogersville Civitan Meeting

Location:  Riverbend Restaurant
Contact:  Bama Clines      Phone: 256-247-2000    

May 6,  2006    --   Time: 6:00 PM 
Rogersville Fire Department Fish Fry

Location:  Fire Department
Contact:  Morris Lentz     Phone: 256-247-6826   
THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.
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March Chamber Meeting held at the Masonic Lodge.
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Editor:  Marcia Huffman  256 797 5640                                       

      marcia_huffman@hotmail.com
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