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OUR VISION IS STRAIGHTFORWARD…TO UNITE OUR BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS TO BUILD A MORE ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE, WHILE HOLDING ON TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND VALUES.

Letter from our President, Gayle Littrell (256 247 5601)ronnielittrell@bellsouth.net 
Welcome to all our new members! We're looking forward to seeing you at the meeting tomorrow!
A big thank you to Frankie Patterson and all who have helped in the landscaping work at the Police Department and across the street from the library.  Have you noticed how it creates a more pleasing atmosphere to pavement and concrete?  I have received many positive comments.

I was invited to speak to the Rogersville Optimist Club on April 27th concerning what the Chamber is doing, projects planned, goals, membership, etc.  Some were surprised to learn what is happening in Rogersville that is being initiated by the Chamber.  President David Myers and members stated they would

like for the Chamber to join them in helping provide scholarships to LCHS students in the future.  The possibility of a joint annual yard sale was mentioned.  I did not miss the opportunity to invite new members, and some were receptive.   Of course, there are several Chamber members who are also members of the Optimist Club.
Rogersville Town Council has asked the Chamber to help with the Bluegrass Festival in July.  Our involvement includes selling T-Shirts and sponsoring a "Bluegrass Festival Kick-Off" on Thursday night at the Gazebo area downtown.  We're open for suggestions on both.

Steve Holt, Florence Chamber of Commerce Director, will be our guest speaker tomorrow at the May 5th meeting at Joe Wheeler Lodge, 7:00a.m.   Steve is President of Shoals Chamber of Commerce. He became president of the Shoals Area Chamber of Commerce in 1994.   He is past president of the Tennessee Chamber of Commerce Executive Board and the past president of the Chamber of Commerce Association of Alabama... He has served Chambers in Asheville, North Carolina and Kingsport and Morristown, Tennessee before coming to the Shoals.   He is also past President of East Tennessee Industrial Council and Northeast Tennessee Business and Industrial Development Association. 

Steve holds a B.S. Degree in Political Science/Public Administration from University of Tennessee. He is a Certified Chamber Executive and a Certified Economic Developer. 

He and his wife, Susie, have five children and live in Florence. 

Steve will speak on Economic Growth in the area and what Rogersville can to do to take advantage of this growth. 
Bank Independent is providing breakfast.  Everyone is urged to come and welcome Steve and enjoy a

delicious meal in the beautiful setting of the Lodge.

     

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Committee News

Beautification Committee

Chairman, Bob Blanks (256 247-3919)

Members:  Amy Pulley, Amy Puckett, Anita Roberson, Ronnie Littrell, Shirley Chandler, Tom Thompson, Marcia Huffman

Committee news:   The beautification committee met Tuesday of this last week.  Future plans will be announced in the next newsletter.  The committee has been providing support for the landscaping improvements.  
Business Development Committee

Chairman, Frank Patterson (256-366-0924)

Members:  NEEDED

Committee news:   This newly formed committee needs your help!  Please volunteer to join with us to help support our current businesses and to recruit and welcome new businesses to the community.
 Downtown Renovation Committee                

Co-Chairman, Wes Sinyard (256 247 5330) sreflections0202@aol.com
Co-Chairman, Sandra Belue (256 247 3618) sansebelue@bellsouth.net
Members:  Bob Ingram, Barbara Ingram, Bob Blanks, Frank Patterson, Mayor Chandler, Gayle Littrell, Ethel Mae Leggett.

Committee news:   Thanks to all who have contributed labor and time on the first segment of the Downtown Renovation Project.  Just to mention a few helpers:
    Elk River LLC (Jim Shelton)
    City of Rogersville employees
    Scotty Johns
    PFI Group
    Ernest Whitman
    Bob Blanks  
    David Montgomery
    USA (Blue Star) Concrete
 

Three basic areas have been upgraded to-date:
 

1.  Police Station Parking Lot
 

· Police Station exterior painted 

· Sidewalk formed and poured 

· Hollies and Crepe Myrtles planted 

· Monkey Grass planted 

· Mulch applied
2.  Lot North of Fire Station 
 

· Dumpster moved from Police Station Parking Lot to pad uncovered at North of Fire Station 

· Crepe Myrtles planted
    
3.  Island in Dollar General parking lot, West of Library
·  Curb created 

·  Hollies and Crepe Myrtles planted 

·  Grass planted, area strawed
Fund/Grant Committee 
Chairman, Alan Puckett  (256 247 1090)

Membership Committee 

Chairman, Frank Patterson (256 247 1118) frankpatterson@pfigroup.biz
Members:  Steve Butler, Johnny Masoner, Rick Cambra, Susan Patterson

Committee news:  We now have over 75 members!   If you are not on this list, please let us know!!!
	A to Z Auto Repair

	Adams Auto Body Repair

	Alagasco

	All About Me Childcare 

	Anderson Convenience Store

	Anita Roberson

	Bama Clines

	Bank Independent

	Barbara Clines

	Barbara’s

	Barclay Auto Parts

	Barnett Drug

	Bay Hill Marina

	Big Daddy’s Pizza

	Birdwell Heating/Cooling

	Blue Star Ready Mix

	Bob Blanks

	C & S Cleaners

	C.A.P. Auto Sales

	Carlton/Willie Kelley

	Charles A. Gaputis, D.O.

	Chris & Lisa Crumbley

	Community Bank

	Country Cuisine

	Creations by becki

	Crunk Heating & Air

	Danny English (ALFA Ins.)

	Davis Flooring

	Doris Cosby

	East Lauderdale News

	Ethel Mae Leggett

	Fat Cats Seafood

	G & B Plumbing

	Gayle/Ronnie Littrell

	George Thompson

	Hardee’s

	Harold & Shirley Chandler

	Investar

	J & J Propane

	Jan’s Antique Mall

	Jo Patterson

	Johnny Masoner dba State Farm

	L & L Servies (Foodland)

	M & M Textiles, Inc.

	Marcia Huffman/wheelerlake.info

	Michael Bange (ALFA Ins.)

	Michael Clines

	Moss Lumber Co.

	Myers Insurance

	Northlake Center

	Nugent Hollow Cabins

	Packy Grisham Auto Sales

	Regions Bank

	Richard Herston

	Riverbend Restaurant

	Rogersville Antique Mall

	Rogersville Family Practice

	Rogersville Hardware

	Rogersville Mini Storage

	Rogersville Public Library

	S & K Sales

	Southern Reflections

	Southern Star Stockyard

	Steve Butler Realty & Auction, Inc.

	Sugar Creek Soap & Candles

	Tennessee River Adventures, Inc.

	The Emma House

	The Tiger Hut

	Tom Thompson

	Tommy & Susan Blackburn

	Tru Web Host

	Twin Rivers Inc.

	Warren's Food/Gas Market

	Whitt's Barbeque


Promotions/Events Committee

Chairman, Danny Cook (256 247 6080) thecooks2000@yahoo.com
Members:  Susan Patterson, Morris Lentz, Bama Clines


       Committee news: 
· The winner of the ROGERSVILLE RIVER RETREAT WEEKEND was selected April 7, from over 50 entries received.  The winner will be treated to a night’s stay at Joe Wheeler State Park (courtesy of Bank Independent).  They will be greeted upon their arrival with a gift basket (created by Sugar Creek Candles) and a floral surprise (arranged by Barbara’s). 
· Let one of the committee members know if you would like your business to donate an item or service as a door prize for a monthly meeting.
· GOLF TOURNAMENT – JUNE 24, 2006.   Plans are being finalized for the Golf Tournament which will be held at the Anderson Golf Club.  Registration will begin 7:00 a.m., with tee-time 7:30 a.m.
· Contact a member of the committee if you would like to sponsor a hole.   A sign will be posted at the hole, with your company name.  Charge to sponsor a hole is $50.
· Pre-registration forms and advertising will be created as soon as the hole sponsorships are filled.  
· The registration fee per person is:
· Pre-registration  - $40
· Day of the event - $45  
· There will be prizes awarded for the “Closest to the Pin” for the four par three holes.  
· Monetary prizes will be awarded for the First, Second and Third Place in the 3-Man-Scramble Tournament. 
· Following the tournament, LUNCH WILL BE SERVED, in the pavilion.  Bill Davis will be serving barbeque and fixin’s.  
· Everyone Wins – all players will be awarded a prize, by drawing.  Contact a member of the committee if you would like to donate an item for the drawing (caps, pens, golf balls, etc.).  
· THIS SHOULD BE A FUN PROMOTIONAL EVENT FOR ALL!  BE SURE TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP AND SIGN UP TO GOLF, TOO!

Publicity Committee 
Chairman, Lisa Crumbley  (256  247 5446)     lcrumbley@ainweb.net
Jim Cox
(256 247 5565)    
" 

elnewsrog@aol.com


Donna Wilbanks
(256 247 3355)    nugenthollow@earthlink.net
Marcia Huffman
(256 797 5640)    marcia_huffman@hotmail.com
Committee news: 
· The Rogersville Information Center (in the back of the City Hall building) is being cleaned, repaired, and furnished.  Lisa Crumbley chaired this effort.  Donna Wilbanks will be the chairperson for the Information Center.  The plans are to be open in May or June—before the festival!   
· A new webpage draft is complete and will be presented to the next Town Council meeting.  
· Jim Cox continues to provide Chamber Business of the Month coverage as well as full coverage for all the Chamber activities in the East Lauderdale News.

Budget Committee

Treasurer, Anita Roberson, Chair

Members:  Bama Clines, Shirley Chandler, Willie Kelley
Chamber Business of the Month 

Thanks to the East Lauderdale News (ELN) for sponsoring the monthly article highlighting the Chamber Business of the Month.    
Local Events 

 
May 5, 2006 – Time: 7:00 AM
May Business Meeting   
Location:  Joe Wheeler State Park
Steve Holt, Executive Director of Shoals Area Chamber of Commerce, Speaker

May 6,  2006    --   Time: 6:00 PM 
Rogersville Fire Department Fish Fry

Location:  Fire Department
Contact:  Morris Lentz     Phone: 256-247-6826   

June 2, 2006 – 

June  Business Meeting   

July 14, 2006    --   Time: 10:00 PM 
Rogersville Bluegrass Festival 

Location:  Rogersville 
Contact:  Gayle Littrell    Phone: 256-247-5446    

THE CHAMBER – WORKING TO MAKE THE ROGERSVILLE AREA AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY.

Editor:  Marcia Huffman  256 797 5640                                       

      marcia_huffman@hotmail.com
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